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IICL - TB 018, June 27, 2019 

Title:    Clarification on misuse of containers. 

 

Reference:  This technical bulletin (TB – 018) addresses the misuse of the container equipment directly related 

to cargoes loading, transport and unloading operations.  The TB also highlights the importance of proper 

packaging and liners used to protect the cargo and the container from damages.  

 

Purpose:   Provide warning to container users of extensive damages caused to containers when misused and 

subject to improper packing, securing, loading and unloading operations of cargoes. The examples below show 

some examples of misuse of containers and the damage effect resulting from them. In the scenarios showed 

below, the repair costs are expected to be extremely high.   This bulletin applies to dry van and open top 

containers.   

 

The following photos depict some examples of misuse of containers which cause damage to the interior 

coating, flooring, external paint, panels, etc. In most cases the proper repair actions require complete 

refurbishing of the interior coating system, floor replacements and other expensive repairs.  
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In addition to the situations shown above, the following is also observed:  

Bulk loading of cargoes without proper packing, lining and lashing materials, bags, bulkhead devices and other 

appropriate forms of protecting the cargo and the container.  Here below some examples of cargoes that may 

cause severe damage to containers. 

• Minerals 

• Coal 

• Scrap metals 

• Used engines and parts 

• Cocoa beans 

• Fish meal   

The photos below depict some of the conditions resulting from the misuse of the equipment.  
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Below: Coal contamination 
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Below: Cocoa bean contamination 
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Below: examples of damages caused to the interior coating and floor due to improper 

loading and unloading methods  
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The IICL suggests  that  the  IMO/ILO/UNECE Code of Practice for Packing of Cargo Transport Units 

(CTU Code) 2014 be observed.  

 

https://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/doc/2014/wp24/CTU_Code_January_2014.pdf 

Below are two excerpts from the code of practice that address the situations mentioned above.  

Note: Excerpt of Annex 7 page 25 

 

https://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/doc/2014/wp24/CTU_Code_January_2014.pdf
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Note: Excerpt of Annex 7 page 26 

 

 

For questions about this technical bulletin you may contact technical@iicl.org  

 

mailto:technical@iicl.org

